Objectives: This pilot study explored post-traumatic stress symptoms (PTSS) and moderate to severe psychological distress in a small sample of urban community-living adolescents seeking asylum in Australia. The study also examined the relationships between post-traumatic stress symptoms (PTSS) and psychological distress and school and family support and connectedness.
Introduction :
There is an emerging international crisis with conflict and persecution leading to more people leaving their homes and being displaced than at any other time People seeking asylum have often been exposed to highly traumatic events in their country of origin including war, threatened death, serious injury, persecution and/or famine (Steel and Silove, 1998) 44 .
The 'asylum-seeking' process itself, including travel from overseas, subsequent periods of detention (Steel and Silove, 1998) , 44 and/or fear of forceful removal and insecurity of tenure (Reesp, 2003) , 39 Just over one half of the sample were noted to be experiencing PTSS above the normal threshold in combination with moderate to severe psychological distress. . This also suggests that a particular focus is required to ensure that boys are engaged in programs that reduce their levels of psychological distress and PTSS, particularly as they report feeling lower levels of connectedness and support in the school and home environment. This study also found that longer time in 
